
OBITUARY OF SHAYKH MUHAMMAD B. SALIH B. ‘UTHAYMIN 
 

With the Name of Allah, Most Beneficent, Most Merciful. 
 
It was last year during the grand reception held after the Hajj by the Ministry of Islamic 
Affairs of Saudi Arabia, for all those who came from within the Kingdom and abroad to 
work amongst the hujjaj, that a measure of the respect accorded to this humble scholar 
could be estimated.  Only prominent personalities are ever invited to address this 
gathering.  This time, in the absence of Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Baz, there were only 
three who addressed the audience.  The Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia, Shaykh ‘Abdullah 
b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Âl al-Shaykh, and the Minister of Islamic Affairs, Endowments, Da’wah 
and Irshad, Shaykh Salih b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Âl al-Shaykh, were two of them.  The third 
was none other than Shaykh Muhammad b. Salih b. ‘Uthaymin, who never carried an 
official post, except the simple titles of Khatib of the Grand Mosque of ‘Unayzah and 
Professor of Shari’ah at the ‘Unayzah branch of the Muhammad b. Sa’ud Islamic 
University.  Indeed, he was the most honoured personality within the Kingdom after the 
Shaykh Ibn Baz. 
 
Born in ‘Unayzah, province of Qaseem in central Arabia, on the 27th of Ramadan 1347 
into a family known for learning and piety, Muhammad b. Salih showed his aptitude for 
seeking knowledge at a young age.  After memorising the Qur’an from his maternal 
grandfather Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Sulayman Al-Damigh, he received instruction in 
all major sciences of the Shari’ah from local shaykhs.1  Later in his life, he was to study 
at the first Saudi institute for higher education, the Ma’had al-‘Ilmi in Riyad, but the 
greatest scholarly influences on his life came from studying for years with the great 
Shaykh of the Najd ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Nasir al-Sa’di, as well as with Shaykh Ibn Baz. 
 
When Shaykh al-Sa’di died in 1376, the young Shaykh Muhammad was appointed 
successor to his teacher as Khatib of the Grand Mosque of ‘Unayzah, where he remained 
a regular teacher until the end of his life.  He also remained in charge of the large 
personal library of al-Sa’di, which was attached to the mosque.  Hundreds of students 
from each and every corner of the world used to attend his lectures in the mosque, an 
ancient traditional practice.  Shaykh Muhammad provided them with a hostel and with 
enough means to pursue their studies, and he would financially help the most needy 
amongst them. 
 
He was known for his zuhd and wara’; as defined by Imam Ibn al-Qayyim, these terms 
mean to avoid whatever is not beneficial for the Hereafter, and to avoid whatever may be 
harmful in the Hereafter, respectively.  When the Grand Mufti (prior to Ibn Baz), Shaykh 
Muhammad b. Ibrahim Âl al-Shaykh offered him the post of Qadi at the Shari’a Court of 
al-Ahsa’, Ibn ‘Uthaymin firmly but politely declined, despite the Mufti’s insistence.  He 
was always keen to spend the month of Ramadan in Makkah, where a great number of 

                                                           
1 This included basic mathematics, which he mastered, and probably explains his readiness to consider 
astronomical calculations in matters of moonsighting.  For example, his excellent fatwa in which he says 
that claiming to see the crescent moon before it is physically possible is like “claiming to see the sunrise 
before dawn or claiming to see a baby outside the womb before it is born!” 



students would gather around him in the Sacred Mosque, keen to benefit from his vast 
knowledge. 
 
Ibn ‘Uthaymin was a devout follower of the way of Shaykh Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-
Wahhab with regards to the simplicity of Islamic belief (‘aqidah).  He was also known for 
his unprejudiced approach to issues of Fiqh: although brought up in the Hanbali 
Madhhab, he would often give an independent judgment on matters, based on all 
available considerations.  For example, he disagreed with the great Hanbali Imam Ibn 
Taymiyyah on several issues. 
 
Ibn ‘Uthaymin’s great wealth of knowledge meant he was invited to be part of the 
Council of Senior ‘Ulama of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, during whose discussions he 
always had a prominent role.  He also travelled extensively within the Kingdom, giving 
lectures in mosques, universities and military establishments, and he was a regular 
contributor to the famous radio programme Nur ‘ala al-Darb (“Light upon the Path”).   
His penetrating mind, deep vision and clear expression made his lectures, taped and 
widely distributed, very popular amongst students of Shari’ah.  Among his many series of 
tapes in circulation, not only in the Middle East but also around the world, including 
Europe and the Americas, are his brilliant commentaries on the following texts: Sahih 
Muslim; Bulugh al-Maram of Hafiz Ibn Hajr; Zad al-Mustaqni’ on Hanbali fiqh; the 
poetical treatise of Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Safarini; Kitab al-Tawhid of Muhammad b. 
‘Abd al-Wahhab; and al-Tadmuriyyah, al-Hamawiyyah and al-Wasitiyyah, all texts on 
‘aqidah by Ibn Taymiyyah.  He also left a total of over 50 written works on tafsir, hadith, 
fiqh, ‘aqidah and da’wah, as well as volumes of his incisive fatawa. 
 
Apart from a brief journey to the USA for medical treatment, Ibn ‘Uthaymin never 
visited the West.  However, his voice resounded around mosques packed with listeners in 
Europe and North America, during a number of live tele-lectures (with simultaneous 
translation provided locally) held in the 1990s.  These included two such events 
organised at Masjid al-Tawhid, Leyton, London.  As well as giving excellent advice for 
Muslims in the West, these tele-lectures included considerable time spent answering the 
questions of the common Muslim Londoner. 
 
After 74 years of a life devoted to learning and teaching, Shaykh Muhammad b. Salih b. 
‘Uthaymin passed away in Jeddah on the 16th night of Shawwal 1421, corresponding to 
Wednesday 10th January 2001.  His funeral prayer was held the following day besides the 
Ka’bah at the Sacred Mosque in Makkah; half a million people are estimated to have 
participated.  He was buried at the same graveyard as his teacher and friend, Shaykh Ibn 
Baz.  In 1414 Ibn ‘Uthaymin had been awarded the King Faisal International Prize for 
services to Islam.  We hope and pray that his real reward lies with Allah Almighty.  May 
Allah bless his soul and admit him to His Everlasting Paradise. 
 
Dr. Suhaib Hasan. 
London, 
11th Shawwal 1421 / 12th January 2001. 


	OBITUARY OF SHAYKH MUHAMMAD B. SALIH B. ‘UTHAYMIN

