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HRH Prince Charles...

"If there is much misunderstanding in the West 

about the nature of Islam, there is also much 

ignorance about the debt our own culture and 

civilisation owe to the Islamic world.

It is a failure, which stems, I think, from the 

straight-jacket of history, which we have 

inherited. 

The medieval Islamic world, from central Asia to 

the shores of the Atlantic, was a world where 

scholars and men of learning flourished.

But because we have tended to see Islam as the 

enemy of the West, as an alien culture, society, 

and system of belief, we have tended to ignore or 

erase its great relevance to our own history."

“Islam and the West" 

Oxford, October 1993

http://www.fstc.org.uk/
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Islamic Science
Muslim Heritage
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Jameel Gallery

http://www.farlang.com/art/2007-02-23.0903658787/img_l_thumbnail
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hyperempowered.com/images/2007/05/23/af_va_sm_2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hyperempowered.com/2007/05/page/2/&usg=__0dajd6nYIg7UfEfdmKvVOTJbD2E=&h=328&w=500&sz=57&hl=en&start=3&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=zg-MACeu0mW2xM:&tbnh=85&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3DV%2526A%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4HPEA_enGB313GB204%26tbs%3Disch:1


What is Islamic Science?

Characterised by several key features:

• CHRONOLOGICAL: Spans a medieval period of 1000 
years (circa 600 – 1600AD).

• GEOGRAPHICAL: Encompassed specific but vast 
geographical regions from central Asia, India, North 
Africa and Europe.

• CULTURAL: A faith-inspired traditional approach to 
learning in the Islamic Civilisation. This included 
collaboration with Muslims and non-Muslims using 
Arabic as the lingua franca.
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Visitor numbers



Critique

“Should a museum offer a representation 

and a celebration like 1001 inventions or 

should it offer something more – depth, 

context and scholarship?”

Museums Journal, May 2006





Role of Science Museum



Ibn Nafis

In a now-famous medical text, Sharh Tashrih al-

Qanun, he accurately described the part of the 

cardiovascular system involving the heart and 

lungs. The blood did not mix with air in the heart, 

he realised. Instead, the blood left one chamber of 

the heart to flow to the lungs, and then flowed to 

the heart’s other chamber to travel out to the 

body.

In a now-famous medical text, he accurately 
described the part of the cardiovascular system 
involving the heart and lungs. The blood did not 
mix with air in the heart, he realised. Instead, the 
de-oxygenated blood left one chamber of the 
heart to flow to the lungs, where it was re-
oxygenated. It then returned to the heart’s other 
chamber to be pumped around the body.



Peer Review



Controversy

• Lack of consensus over matters of truth 

and falsity.

• Analogy of scientific knowledge equated 

with ship in a bottle.





Al Jazari – Ben Kingsley



Light upon Light

•Small display to complement 1001 Inventions exhibition content.

• Opportunity to display some key related objects from Science 
Museum’s collections.

•Chronological narrative



Interactive Exhibit

Contemporary
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today?



Babak Tafreshi



Masdar City



Audiences

• 432, 000 visitors to 1001i between Jan –
June 2010

• A third of all visitors to the Science 
Museum visited 1001 inventions.

• A quarter of visitors who saw 1001 
Inventions cited it as their favourite part of 
their visit.



Evaluation method

• 80 Visitor ‘tracking observations’

• 146 Exit interviews 

- Gender balanced sample

- Mixed faith and ethnic groups

• 3 x FOCUS Groups

- Muslim men

- Muslim women

- Young muslim adults (students)



Impact

• Cognitive experience appeared greater in 

non-Muslim visitors.

• Emotional experience was greater 

amongst Muslim visitors.



“Do not think that a science museum is simply 
neutral in its cultural impact. It has a tremendous 
impact upon those who go into it. If you go into a 

building in which one room is full of dinosaurs, the 
next room is full of wires, and the third full of old 

trains, you are going to have a segmented view of 
knowledge which is going to have a deep effect 

upon the young person who goes there,
who has been taught about Tauhid about Unity, 
about the Unity of knowledge, about the Unity of 
God, the Unity of the universe. There is going to 

be a dichotomy created in him. You must be able 
to integrate knowledge.”

(Historian of Islamic science, Seyyid Hossein Nasr, 1991)



A Paradigm shift?


